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ABSTRACT 
 
The purpose of this research was to investigate whether or not peer 
correction had an effect in improving grammatical accuracy in students’ 
writing. The method used in this research was pre-experimental design, 
especially in the form of one-group pretest-posttest design. The subject of 
this research was the second semester students of English Education Study 
Program of STKIP PGRI Bandar Lampung in the academic year 2013/2014. 
The instument used in this research was a writing test. The students were 
taught by using peer corection technique. The pre-test was given before the 
treatments to see the starting score. After giving the treatment, post test was 
given. The results of the research were analyzed by using t-test for dependent 
samples. From the result of t calculation, t count was higher than t table 
(13.85 > 2.04). Thus, the alternative hypothesis (Ha) was accepted and the 
null hypohesis (H0) was rejected. It also can be seen that the mean score in 
the post-test was higher than the mean score in the pre-test. In other words, 
there was a significant difference between the mean score in the pre-test and 
the mean score in the post-test. Therefore, it was concluded that there was a 
significant positive effect of applying peer correction technique to 
grammatical accuracy in students’ writing. 
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INTRODUCTION 
Writing is a way to send a message from a writer to a reader. Students 
need writing so much especially for their academic necesity. They need this 
skill in order to express their ideas in a written form. Among the other skills, 
writing is the most difficult one to be mastered by the students since it is not 
an automatic process. It requires three main stages, namely, preparation, 
process and product (Ur, 1997). In the other words, it implies that the 
students should have the ability and knowledge in order to create and explore 
the ideas or the information into a good writing product. As one of four 
language skills, writing skill has also greater formality than the other skills in 
English. Beaman (1984) states that the degree of formality of writen language 
is greater and its area is more specialized. Therefore, it is clear that writing is 
an important skill to be taught and developed.   
In English Education Study Program of STKIP PGRI Bandar 
Lampung, writing is one of the compulsary subjects. It is taught to students 
from the second semester until the fourth semester, namely, Writing 1, 2 and 
3. The focus of teaching is suited to the level of the students. In Writing 1, 
the lecturer leads the students in introducing the English writing. They learn 
about general writing. They also learn how to write well in English written 
language. They will learn about the writing processes, punctuation, 
capitalization, sentence, paragraph, unity and coherence and English text 
types. However, based on the observation done, the achievement of the 
second semester students in writing 1 is still low. It is proved by their score 
for their writing test. It shows that they still find it difficult to create a good 
writing product that consists of good content, organization, grammar, 
vocabulary and appropriate punctuation or words spelling (mechanics). It is 
caused by many reasons, such as the lack of knowledge, the absence of 
partner to share, the uninteresting material, and the monotonous of the 
conventional method in teaching writing.  
Many students are also still confused about writing process eventhough 
they have known the concept of it. Rachmayanti (2001:27) in her research 
concluded that there were only 33,3% of students’ essays fell into the good 
category and 16,7% fell into the excelent category. The problems that they 
usually faced are about how to write and what to be written. The students get 
difficulties in writing what they want to write. They do not know the strategy 
to develop their skill. Another factor that influence their confusion might be 
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caused by their lack of vocabulary and structure or grammar. In fact, some 
writing lecturers say that it is also impossible for the lecturer to correct all the 
students’ work because there will be many students’ work that must be 
corrected by them in a class. The problems explained above can not be 
ignored since it will bring bad effects for the students. For example, they will 
find hard to learn in writing 2 and 3. They will also find hard to write their 
future thesis which must be written at the last semester.  
Grammar becomes one of the problems that students usually faced in 
writing. Grammar is the study of how words and their component parts 
combined to form sentences. Grammar is also the set of structural rules that 
govern the composition of sentences, phrases, and words in a language. 
Grammatical accuracy is related not only to the structure of the sentences or 
paragraph only, but also to the accuracy in using grammar, vocabulary and 
mechanics of the language. Jimena (2006) states that the correction of 
grammatical errors can help students to improve their ability in writing 
accurately. Ferris (2004) also states that grammar instruction can facilitate 
progress in writing accuracy. Therefore, grammar accuracy is very needed in 
improving students’ writing skill. Since grammatical accuracy is important in 
improving students’ ability in writing and also the students still find difficult 
in creating a good writing and a good grammatical accurracy, the researcher 
believes that it is important to improve students’ grammatical accuracy in 
their writing achievement.  
In order to solve the problems, it is necessary to aplly the appropriate 
and interesting strategy and technique in improving grammatical accuracy in 
students’ essay writing. The researcher try to facilitate them in finding 
solution out by conducting written correction technique in Writing 1 subject. 
Written correction technique is a useful and helpful technique in improving 
students’ writing accuracy. According to Jimena (2006), error correction 
plays a significant role in improving learners’ accuracy in language learning 
especially in second language writing, which is grammatically demanding. 
Jane (2007) in her study also shows that error correction is useful and helpful 
to promote students’ writing. In this opportunity, the researcher want to use 
one of the correction techniques, namely, peer correction.  
Peer correction is a technique of improving students’ writing through 
discussion between the students where each student provides feedback for 
his/her partners. In this research, the researcher applies this technique in a 
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group that consist of three students in each group. The writer selects peer 
correction because research with English as second language writing students 
has shown that student feedback on peer writing can be more valuable than 
teacher feedback (Cumming,1985). This technique can also give valuable 
input to students. Students has an oppurtunity to give a feedback to their 
partners as they edit each other’ essay writing assignment. Another reason is 
in a classroom, there are many students’ written works that must be corrected 
by a lecturer. Since it is difficult and impossible for lecturer to correct all of 
them, peer correction will be an appropriate technique used in a writing class. 
Ur (1997) also states that peer correction can be a time-saving and useful 
technique; also, critical reading for style, content and language accuracy is a 
valuable exercise in itself. Therefore, the writer believes that peer correction 
technique can improve students’ writing ability, especially in grammatical 
accuracy. 
According to the reason above, the researcher is interesting to use peer 
correction technique in a group to improve students’ writing ability. It is 
hoped that by using peer correction technique, the students may have a good 
writing skill. Therefore, this research is entitled: The Effectiveness of Peer  
Correction to Grammatical Accuracy in Students’ Writing (A Study at the 
Second Semester Students of English Education Study Program of STKIP 
PGRI Bandar Lampung in the Academic Year of 2013/2014). This research 
would be limited only to the effect of peer correction to grammatical 
accuracy in students’ writing at the second semester students of English 
Education Study Program of STKIP PGRI Bandar Lampung in the academic 
year of 2013/2014. This research was only focused on grammatical accuracy 
aspect. It was related to the accuracy in using grammar, vocabulary and 
mechanics of the language. 
Based on the background above, the researcher wants to prove that peer 
correction technique has an influence in improving the grammatical accuracy 
in students’ writing. Then, the problem is formulated as “can peer correction 
improve the grammatical accuracy in students’ writing?”. The purpose of this 
research is to investigate whether or not peer correction had an effect in 
improving grammatical accuracy in students’ writing. 
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Why Peer Correction? 
Peer correction is one of techniques in correcting students’ work. Peer 
correction is a classroom technique where learners correct each other, rather 
than the teacher doing this. According to Craig Chaudron (1984) peer 
correction constitutes an attempt to provide the learner with feedback at 
his/her stage of development. Peer-correction is a technique of improving 
students’ writing through dicussion between students where each student 
provides feedback for his/her partners, some researches with ESL student 
writing have shown that student feedback on peer-correction can be more 
valuable than teacher feedback (Cumming, 1985). Ur (1997) also states that 
peer correction can be a time-saving and useful technique; also, critical 
reading for style, content and language accuracy is a valuable exercise in 
itself. 
Furthermore, both writers and readers will get input through peer-
correction. Reid (1993) claims that peer-review also called peer-correction. 
He also points out that in peer-review workshop, planning and reflecting on 
learning and writing processes are equally as valuable for the writers and the 
readers.  
Peer correction is done to check the students’ draft is also believed as a 
good way to see how far the students get the points of researcher’s objective 
in teaching and learning process in writing as the medium to improve the 
students’ ability to learn grammar, to explore the idea of the story they make 
together, and motivate them in making a good writing product (Nunan,1995). 
In addition, Dixon in Iryani (2002;10) states that peer correction is probably 
effective way to reduce the teacher’s making load. There are two benefits of 
peer correction technique. First, the students’ writing is being read by real 
reader. Second, the students learn to become critical reader, not only of 
others’ but also their own. 
In the classroom, peer correction is a useful technique as learners can 
feel less intimidated being helped by others in the class. However, some 
learners are highly resistant to be corrected by someone other than the 
teacher. 
There are some advantages of peer correction for students. According 
to D’Antuono (1999), there are five advantages of peer correction for 
students. They are accountability, editing, reinforcing, planning ahead and 
exposure. 
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1. Accountability  
Peer correction can provide a higher level of accountability than a 
teacher correction as students share and receive feedback from one another. 
Students may be motivated to write more carefully and clearly when they 
know their work is going to be read and evaluated by their friends.  
2. Editing 
Peer correction sessions give students the opportunity to receive several 
different opinions and reactions to their work. Fellow students may be able to 
alert the writer to problems such as misplaced commas, misspelled words and 
formatting inconsistencies before these mistakes are seen by the teacher. This 
can help to greatly strengthen their writing, reinforcing proper writing 
methods and giving students a chance to edit their paper so that the final 
product submitted to the teacher represents a stronger piece of writing. 
3. Reinforcing 
The correcting process is an excellent way to reinforce lessons about 
grammar, spelling and essay format as students are forced to evaluate each 
other's writing for compliance with these standards. As they point out 
problems and compliment strengths in each other's work, their own 
familiarity with and confidence in proper format increases, and they become 
more able to produce well-constructed writing themselves. 
4. Planning Ahead 
Scheduling a peer correction session is a way to get students to write in 
a timely fashion instead of putting off writing until the night before an essay 
is due. A peer correction session may be held several days before the formal 
due date of the essay, allowing plenty of time for editing and revision in 
response to any valuable comments and critiques given by fellow students.  
5. Exposure 
When students are required to read two or three of their peer's essays, 
they are exposed to a wider scope of information rather than when they only 
research and write their own paper. Peer correction provides a way for 
students to actively learn information from another without having to be 
assigned a certain number of pages in a textbook, and some students can be 
more open to accepting and internalizing information this way.  
To implement peer correction in teaching writing for this research, the 
researcher takes steps in peer correction from Harp theory which is requoted 
by Dianto (2001:7). The steps suggested by him are : 
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a. Students make a group that consist of three students. 
b. Student exchange papers and read their partners’ paper silently. 
For example, there are three students in a group, namely, Adi, Budi 
and Carli. Adi reads Budi’s paper, Budi reads Carli’s paper and 
Carli reads Adi’s paper. After that, Carli reads Budi’s paper, Budi 
reads Adi’s paper and Adi reads Carli’s paper. 
c. On the back of each paper, each corrector writes something he or 
she likes about the paper, suggestions for changes, and list of 
misspelled words, now spelled correctly. 
d. After correcting is finished, the writer reads and disscused the 
positive comments and suggestions with the editor. If the partner 
can not agree on what changes, they ask the third student. Then, if 
an agreement still can not reached, they ask the teacher. 
 
METHOD 
The method used in this research was pre-experimental design, 
especially in the form of one-group pretest-posttest design. There was only 
one group. There was no experimental group and control group. This design 
emphasized to find out the effect of peer-correction to students’ grammatical 
accuracy in writing at the second semester students of English Education 
Study Program of STKIP PGRI Bandar Lampung in the academic year of 
2013/2014. Gay (1990) stated that in this pre-experimental design, the second 
semester students were given pre-test (Y1), exposed to a treatment (X) and 
post-tested (Y2). Then the success of the treatment was determined by 
comparing the pre-test and post-test scores. 
The population of this research was the second semester students of 
English Education Study Program of STKIP PGRI Bandar Lampung. There 
were 172 students in this semester. There were three classes in second 
semester, they are BING II A which consisted of 72 students, BING II B 
which consisted of 63 students and BING II C which consisted of 37 
students. The sample in this research was the BING II C of English 
Education Study Program of STKIP PGRI Bandar Lampung. There were 37 
students as the sample. The sample is chosen by using cluster random 
sampling technique. 
In collecting the data, the instument used in this research was a writing 
test which is prepared by the researcher. This test was a classwork test. The 
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students were asked to produce between 100 - 150 words and the time was 
limited in 60 minutes. Students’ score was gotten by calculated by using the 
following formula : 
Score = 
Correct  Sentences
Total  Sentence
 x 100 
The aim of the test was to see the grammatical accuracy in students’ 
essay writing ability, so this research focused on grammatical aspects only. It 
involved the using of grammar, vocabulary and mechanics of the language.  
In administering a test, it is important to set and determine an 
understandable instruction. It is necessary since there have been some cases 
in which students failed to do the test due to their inability to understand the 
given instruction. Readability of writing test contains: a) Whether the 
instructions are understandable or not; b) Whether the kind of the essay is 
clear or not; c) Whether the organization of the essay is understandable or 
not; d) Whether writing indicators to be evaluated are clear or not; e) 
Whether the topics are interesting or not. To know whether the test was 
readable or not, the try out is given to other students out of the samples 
having the same level as the samples. The result is more than 75 % of 
respondents give “yes” answer to each item of readability test. It can be 
concluded that the item of writing test is readable. 
The study used descriptive analysis and inferential analysis. Normality 
and homogeneity were used before testing the hypothesis. Moreover, to test 
the hypothesis, the researcher analyzed the data by using t-test for dependent 
sample. 
 
RESULT AND DISCUSSION 
Before applying peer correction technique in writing 1 class, the 
researcher gave the pre-test to the students in order to see their knowledge 
and ability and to get the scores and the mean scores of them. It was useful to 
facilitate the calculation of the scored obtained. The results of the obtained 
scores of the students before they got any treatment are as follows: the 
highest score was 77 achieved by 1 student, the lowest score was 46 achieved 
by 1 student and the mean score was 61.08.  
After doing six times of treatments, the post-test was administered. The 
final result of the calculation in the post-test showed that the students’ scores 
increased from those in the pre-test. The results of the students’ score after 
they were subjected to the treatment by using peer correction technique are as 
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follows: the highest score was 93 achieved by 1 student, the lowest score was 
60 achieved by 1 student and the mean score was 71.05. It means that the 
mean score increased 9.97 (16.32%). 
The result above means that the students’ writing achievement was 
getting better. We can conclude that there were some changes and 
improvements on the students’ mean scores after they had the experience for 
writing by using peer correction technique to produce the writing product. 
However, to see whether the change was significant or not, we need to 
test the hypothesis. The t-test was used to see whether there was significant 
difference between the mean of the students’ scores in the pre-test and the 
mean score in the post-test. In testing the hypothesis, the following procedure 
was used:  
1. The hypothesis of the research were reviewed. 
H1 = There was a significant difference in pre-test mean score and 
post-test mean score  
H0 = There was no significant difference in pre-test mean score and 
post-test mean score 
2. The t-test that was calculated. The result of the t-test for pre-test 
and post-test was: 
tcount = 13.85 
ttable  (α = 0.05; two tailed test) = 2.04 
From the result of t-test above, we can see that tcount was higher than 
ttable (13.85 > 2.04). Thus, the alternative hypothesis (H1) was accepted and 
the null hypohesis (H0) was rejected. In other words, there was a significant 
difference between the mean score in the pre-test and the mean score in the 
post-test. It can be concluded that the treatment of peer correction technique 
was effective to improve the grammatical accuracy in students’ writing 
achievement. 
Mean Score 
Student who gained the 
score ≥ 65 
Student who gained the 
score ≤ 65 
Pre Post Pre % Post % Pre % Post % 
61.08 71.05 11 29.73 24 
64.
86 
26 70.27 13 
35.
14 
From the table above, we can see that the mean score of the students in 
the pre-test was 61.08 and in the post-test was 71.05. It means that the score 
increased by 9.97 (16.32%). Furthermore, in the pre-test, there were 11 
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students who got the score ≥ 65 (29.73% from the total number of the 
students). In the post-test, the score ≥ 65 was gotten by 24 students (64.86% 
from the total number of the students). Thus, there was a 35.13% 
improvement of the students who got ≥ 65. In contrast, there were 26 students 
who got the score ≤ 65 in pre-test (70.27% from the total number of the 
students), while, in post test, the number was decreased as there were only 13 
students (35.14) who got the score ≤ 65. It means that there was a 35.13% 
decrease of the score, and it also means that there was an improvement of 
grammatical accuracy in students’ essay writing. 
Based on the result above, it was found that peer correction technique 
gave a positive effect to grammatical accuracy in students’ writing ability. In 
the post-test result showed that the mean score was higher than the pre-test. It 
means that peer correction technique is one of the appropriate technique 
which can be applied in teaching writing. 
During the treatment, the reseacher also observed that the students 
could share their knowledge comfortably. The students did not fell 
uncomfortable in asking and giving information to their partners. This fact 
confirmed what Reid (1993) stated that in peer correction, students could 
share their ideas whitout felling uncomfortable.  
Peer correction could also be seen as a form of cooperation. It could 
reflect the cooperative learning. In this case, we could see from how the 
students were involved actively in the process of correcting their partners’ 
works. In applying this research, the students were allowed to share their 
ideas, therefore they can discuss what was better to write. They completely 
discussed and gave informations about the content and grammatical accuracy, 
such as, using grammar, vocabulary and mechanics in their partners’ essay 
writing. It showed that cooperation was beneficial in improving writing skill. 
After knowing its usefulness, it was recommended that peer correction 
technique could be applied in the writing class. There are two benefits that 
found after appling the treatments. Firstly, the students’ scores were 
improved, thus it could improve the grammatical accuraccy in students’ 
writing. Secondly, the teacher’s time was saved. The time in which the 
teacher formerly spent in giving a direct correction was now partly delegated 
to peers/students. The teacher’s time then could be used for other works, such 
as monitoring group activity or explaining the material.   
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In this research, the researcher only paid attention to one aspect, 
namely, grammatical accuracy. After did the research, researcher found that 
there were some mistakes that always made by the students about 
grammatical accuracy. The mistake was about using plural and singular noun 
in simple present tense. They also did not use apprropriate verbs in simple 
present tense, such as, verb was added by (-s, -es or -ies) when the subject 
was the third person. Then, there were also some students who made 
mistakes in using auxilary verb in simple present tense and simple past tense 
and using passive voice. For some students, it was found that they still find 
hard to apply appropiate and consistent tenses in an essay. It was also found 
that there were some mistakes about apllying the appropiate words spelling, 
letter forms, whether to write in capital letters or not in their writing, and then 
some of them have not been able in using punctuation correctly.  
However, after giving the treatment by using peer correction technique, 
the students’ mistakes in grammatical accuray could be minimized and 
decreased, and the students’ scores in the grammatical accuracy in students’ 
essay writing were increased. It proves that there was a beneficial effect of 
applying peer correction technique in improving the grammatical accuracy in 
students’ essay writing. 
 
CONCLUSSION 
Based on the result, the researcher concludes that applying peer 
correction technique in writing gave a positive effect in improving 
grammatical accuracy in students’ writing. It can be proven by the students’ 
scores; the mean score in the post-test was higher than the one in the pre-test. 
Based on the result of the hypothesis testing, the alternative hypothesis (Ha) 
is accepted. The hypothesis is there is a significant influence of applying peer 
correction technique to grammatical accuracy in students’ writing for the 
second semester students of English Education Study Program of STKIP 
PGRI Bandar Lampung. Thus, it can be said that peer correction technique 
was an effective way to be applied in teaching writing. 
Since there is a significant effect of aplying peer correction technique 
in improving grammatical accuracy in students’ writing ability, the following 
suggestions might be useful for teaching and learning activity: 1) The lecturer 
or teacher is suggested to apply peer correction as the alternative technique 
for correcting writing; 2) The lecturer or teacher is recommended to control 
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and watch the process of students’ peer correcting; 3) For the next researcher, 
this research is recommended to be conducted to the English department 
from other private universities and other level of education, such as junior or 
senior high school. 
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